THE  FIRST BEGINNINGS  AND  THE  MIDDLE  AGES

of England arrayed against him. He overwhelmed it and then, to the
great surprise of everyone, handed Poitou, Gascony and Guienne to die
conquered English. 'For we have two sisters to wife and our children are
first cousins, wherefore it is surely fitting that peace be between us.' In
return he stipukted only that the King of England swear him homage
for these provinces and that all other English claims on die Continent be
abandoned. He thus gave proof of astounding moderation. But above
all Louis sought to be just. To preserve peace among Christians and to
fight the infidel was the sum total of his foreign policy. Thus he was al-
ways ready to negotiate and come to terms with other courts. In order to
keep peace with Spain, he was eager to give up Catalonia. He intervened
between the Pope and the Emperor suggesting that dicy should discuss
their differences. Through tins policy of moderation, 'he placed the crown
of France at the highest level of prestige'. He won his greatest moral
triumph on mat day in 1264 when King Henry III and the English barons
asked him to arbitrate dieir dispute. In a world where violence had
been so powerful, here was an entirely new thing: respect paid to modera-
tion. Never had a united Christendom come closer to realization.

Internally, Louis IX continued the work of Philip Augustus. He
respected feudal legitimacy but suppressed its abuses. Specifically, he
forbade private wars, that scourge of the poor. The centre for the admin-
istration ofjustice remained die king's dwelling, die Curia Regis, and it was
as first judge of the kingdom that Saint Louis heard cases under the
Vincennes oak, or at any other place where his court might be sojourn-
ing. But just as animals, when they move up die ladder of development,
develop new organs, so as the kingdom evolved, the cells of the royal
court split and became specialized as the Great Council, charged with
political matters, the Chamber of Accounts, and die Parlcment, or perman-
ent court ofjustice. France's higher nervous system was taking shape. The
Parlement, which sat -at Paris, had nothing in common with the English
Parliament, born at about the same time. It was a court of appeals, a
supreme court for die entire kingdom, but not a representative assembly.
In the provinces, Saint Louis subjected his bailiffs to new rules which
served as safeguards for those under dieir administration, and he required
diem to remain in their bailiwicks forty days after the end of dieir terms
of office, so diat they might feel responsible for dieir actions. Throughout
his reign, finances were hcaldiy and receipts exceeded expenditure.

When, in 1270, Louis IX died, he bequeathed his son a prestige greater
than that which he himself had inherited from his ancestors. From that
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